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Kansas State University has
bheen receiving national atten
tion gver the last few years as a
~esult of it academic achieve-
ments. Those successes are
measured by first place nation-
al debate team championships
tothe annual bounty of national
scholarship award winners.

That winning spirit is now
imbued in the KSU sports pro-
gram. Spearheaded by the foot-
ball team, the program is cxpe-
ricnecing 2 renaissance thal is
receiving national attention
and gaining respect éven
though it is begrudgingly
bestowed,

The KSU Dcpartment of
Musie, in particular the Jazz
Studies program, has made
cqually impressive progress as
evidenced in its first “Purple
Blues Festival” and has loftier
expectations of becoming an
internatlional success story.

This festival was a two-day
event presented at All Faiths
Chapel that featurcs the stu-
dents in the program, but also
acted as the first public debut
for the KSU Faculty Jazz
Ensembie. T caught the first of
the two evenings and was sorely
disappointed I couldn't attend
the performances for the sec-
ond evening. LastyecarIspoke of
lifcless performances and the
brevity of the evening's pro-
gram. The program I ohserved
thix ficst night made me sit up
and listen. There have been sig.
aificant strides made since last
vear. I think a great deal of the
credit can be given to Denniy
Wilson,thenew KSU Directorof
Jazz Studies, who is now at the
helm.

Tonightwasthethird and best
dosc of blues in 2 remarkable
week of music. This evening's
performances featured the KSU
Lab Band “A", the Jazz Combo
¥2, and closing the evening was
the KSU Facully Jazz Easem-
ble. The second cvening fea-
gured the Concert Jazz Ensem-
ble.Jazz Combo #1, and the Jazz
Trombone Quintet. The pro-
gram was titled as the “Purple
Blues Jazz Festival” where the
program flyer indicated that
“..at some point we hope you
hear and enjoy a “blues sv deap

ils purple.™
dazx. Combo #2 consisted of
eight performoers kicking offthe

program with “Sweel™ Willie
Singleton conducting. ThTs
Combo Tikets twice a2 week 10
rehearse and perform. They
performed the ‘““B' Flat Shuf-
fle”, “Cantaloupe lzland”, and
“Impressions.” A solid perfor
mance that set the tempo for a
strong start and an exceptional-
ly strong finish. Mr. Wilson con-
tinued his duties as master of
ccromonics by stating that
futurc program policy was to
featurc a student at the concerts
who was exhibiting exceptional
promise. The combo than
became a trio which showeased
the promising talen: of Robert
Roman on piano performing
‘Oscar Pcterson's “Weird
Blues,” Hisrendition transport-
ed me mentaliy to a much more
intimatesettingsuchasalop the
Ritz Carlton in Kansas (ily,
There & jazz trio performs regu
larly and has the intimate ¢li-
mate that I alluded to. Mr.
Roman tinkled those ivory keys
eliciling a delicate but assurcd
tauch that ¢duced sustained
applause and cheers.

Dennis Wilson returned oncs
again to introduce Lab Dand
“A" which he acknowiedges is
many times a fesder band for
the Concert Jazz Baad but
should not be considered a sec-
ond place band. Once azain Mr.
Singleton conducted the group
throuzgh the following numbers:
“"Shell Face", “Queen Bee”,
"Stolen Moments", “Mood Ind:-
20" and “Take The'A'Train". 1t
was a Count Basie and Duke
Ellington tribute. it was imme-
diately evident that the stu-
dentswereenjovingthemselves

and felt comfortable with the
muszic which was supplemented
hy the a2nimated and colorful

i condueling. Althourh the con

ductor did turn into the teacher
during the performance of
“stolea Moments™ 2% he had to
clap his hands or snap his fin-
gars to maintain the correet
tempo, itdidn't datract but kept
the performance infineg, "Mood
Indigo,” & waltz number, was
superbly strong and featured a
trumpet solo by Mr. Sinyleton. It
was followed by an imprccaBly
clean “Take The “A' Train™ and
once again Robert Roman, the
pianist. shone as he worked his
magic on the Kevs.

Mr. Wilzon's changes in the
jazy studies program which he
has the fortitude and vision to
label “new traditions,” an oxy-
moron if I ever heard one, not
obly include featuring promis-
ing student musicians, but addi-
tional changes include the
incorporation of juzz vocalists
with the Concert Jazz Ensem-
ble. Also new is a Jazz Trom-
bone Quintet tha: may grow toa
10-picce Trombone Choir alony
with ambitious plans to make
the festival grow in future years.
Ameng these “new traditions”
is the KSU Faculty Jazz Ensem-
ble. This is the most perilous
and ambitious enterprise of the
new director. The future end
stateistohave aninternational.
ly known casemble that will
travelioand performatthe most
prestigions national and inter-
national jazz festivals,

This ensemble put it away for
the night. The faculty members
consisted of Joe Brumbleloe on
piano, Michael T. Brown on
bass, Dr. Frank Tracz on drums,
Willie_Sinel on trumpet,
and Dennis Wilson on trom
bone. The set opened with Miles
Davi§" “Walking™ which includ-
ed both trombone and trumpet
salos that featured those indi-
vidual musicians. The quintet
showed what they were capable
of and there is a bright promise
to their loffy aspirations. The
brass walked off to permit the
performance of a trio number

and regrouped e perform “Tin
Roof Blues” that was e high
point of the evening. Tatk aboul
wailing the blues, The nter
chanzge between Wilsun and
Singicton as they blew their
Liriass inslruments evoking dif-
fervent snunds with their mutes
excitsd the crowd to shout out
“Oh, Baby™ and “Oh, Yeah ™

They then siowed the tempo
with aduet performance br Wil-
son and Hrown working the
theme of variation of sounds
using only trombone and Bassto
perform “Peuntes from Heav-
en.” The pext numbér wisaspe-
cial treat featuring Willie Sin-.
gleton onvocals imitating Louic
Afmstronz. The final number
was “Blue Walk" where 3
friendly competition betweon
Singletop and Wilson emerged,
They challenzed themselves to
repeil sounds created by the
previous individual on his
instrument and in the play back
repeated and then addad a
twist. A delightfully playful
romp.

This was a high ealiber con-
cert all the way around but the
seatswere halfvacant and those
that were filied were by the
musicians not performing or by
their frends or by students that
had an assignment to complete.
Next opportunity to hear the
wheole shebang is Nov, 16 al the
samc place at no costto you.



