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Sweet Willie and the Gentlemen of Jazz

chcr Willie's last name -
1s Singleton and he

hails from Baton Ruwere,
Lowisiana. Sweel Willie
plays a sweet trumpet and
hie has an meredible list of
accomphshments. During
his eight year tour of dury
in the Nuvy, he was duty
bugler at Arlington cem-
ctery for o year during the
Victnam War. After his dis-
chiarge [rom the Navy, he
received his collcge degree
und then joined the Duke
Fllington Orchestra play-
ing lead rumpet fur three vears. Iis expenience goes on and on bur it
meludes stints with the Count Basic Band, the Al Hirt Band, the Clurk
Terry Big Band and the Lincoln Center Juzz Orchestra under Wynton
Marsalis. He has also performed with several Symphouy Orchestras
There isn’t much in the field of trumpet playing that Willic hasn't doge.

Sweet Willie moved to Grand Rapids in 1996 and formed a five
piece proup called Sweet Willic and the Geatlemen of fazz. This group
melndes some of the best jaze musicians iu the Grand Rapids area. You'll
love the “sweet sounds”™ from the peatiemen of 1877 and the “sweet mim.
pet” [rom “Sweet Willie ™
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