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Louistana Reperiory Jazz Insemble

The Lowisians Repertory Jazs Fnsemble of New Orlesns was Tormed in 1980 10 recap-
tare a gloriows but fargely mis-remembered or forgotten music from the grip of myths,

clichés, and caricatunes, 1 genesis traces 1o the innanive of Juhn Challe, Fred Lonzo.

John Juyee, Fred Starr, the late Sherwood Mangiapanc, and Curt Jerde, then curator of
the unique Willuam Ransom Hogan Jazz Archive an Tulane University. The Ensemble’s
elliet 1o free classic jazz from later accretions can be compared to an architect restor

ing a finc old building 10 it original condimion. A parallel Irom the world ol music
would be the British conductor Roger Norrington and other champions of the “authen

tie preformunce’ movement. who seek o recapture the lost wexwres of classical music
by stripping away changes introduced over lime and by using prood insiruments.

Unlike the architects or latter day Mozarteans, members of the Louisiam Repertony
Juz= Frsemble are themselves pan of the tradition they seek 10 revive. Founding mem-
ber Sherwood Mangiapane hegan his cireer in the 19205 and collaborated wath nuany
pioneer players therealier,  John Chaffe & the musical heir of Edmond Souchon,
founder of the Six and Seven Uighths Stwring Band in 1913 Bassist Walter Payton®s
geeat grandlher played with the legendary Buddy Bolden. Joe Muranyi was a promi-
nent member of Louis Armstrong’s All Stars_and [ew Green grew up playing wath pio-

neess Tal Hurdin Avmswong, George Brunis and Nawy Dominique. TFred Stany phvcd
the Mississippt niverhoats, Willie Singleton s a veleran ol the Basie and Ellington
bands, wndd Terry Waldo was a studem of the fate grear Eubie Blake. John Joyce playcd
for years on Bourban Street and with Pete Fountain, and Fred 1Tonzo grew up playing
the music as it was intended to be performed, for dancers in the dance-crazy city of
New Orleans.  Me played bith o the aromatic Maple Leal Bar on Ouale Street ancd
somme of the same events for which the classic bands played. in the "golden age” (1915-
10U

It is no workler that jazz historn Al Rose called the Ensemble "the most authene
group on the scene today, and that jazzman and New Orleans jazz chronicler Danny
Barker exclaimed that he "luda't beand that sound i oyears”

[he Freemble performs works wsociated with such New Osleans orchesras as The
Owls, The Creole |azz Band, The Original Dixicland Jazs Band, Vhe New Orleans
Rhiythin Kings. and the Red 1lot Peppers. It features compositions by "Jelly Roll”®
Morton, Armand Piron, "King® Ohver, and Nick Larocea, among others. Wheiher
recavered from archival manuscripts or rare printed scores, reconstucted from carly
recordings, or sumply presed down [rom the creators themselves| the arrungements ol
the 1RJE exude the lost textures of an carlier age.

The LRJE has performed throughout the United States, France, Hong Kong. Japan,
Poland, and Czechoslovakia, The band was the fis Juzz group ol any kind 1 give the
prestigions Doubleday 1eeture at the Smithsonian, and in 1991 it was invited 10 per
form w the Grammy Awards in Hollywood. Tt has also appeared with many sympho-
ny orchestras andd, with the Frinceton Chamber Symphony, gave the Amencan pre-
miene ol Kanneke's Suite for Jazz Band and Symphony Orchesna. The Louisiana
Repertory Jazz Lasemble has issued six recordings. the two most recent (1996) for
Nitxoe.,



Louisiana Repertory Jazz Insemble
The Artists

Dave Huxtable: Banjo, puitar. (uest artist Dave Huxtable i the chair left vacant by
the cecent death of LRJE co-founder John ChalTe, Widely recorded over 40 Ve as @
banjo professional, Buxiable, 3 Massachusets vessdent, continues the virtoso bange
trutlition of the 19205,

Lew Greem: Cornet, A fowrth generation American bandsman, nephew of George
Hanulton Green ol Green's Novelty Orchestra (1916 7). With original Salty Dugs and
Green's New Novely Orchestra, perfurmed with Lil Armswong, George Hrunis,

John Jovece: Drums. Juilliard-tuuned as @ musicologist. A lourdling member of the
IRJE. Joyer i the 1RJE's link with the Hogan Juz= Archive at Talane Unsversity and
eelies The Jazz Archivist.

Joel Helleny: Trombone, Texas-born, Helleny is a swaggering nulgate irombonist with
a distinguished recording career as a soloist.

Joe Muranyi: Clarinel. saxophone. Formerly with Warld's Greatest Jazz Band, Tous
Armsirong's All Stars, and Village Stempers of "Washinglon Square” fame; long a fix-
ture it Jinny Ryans o New York Cire

Walter Payton: Buss brlicon wba. A veteran of the Olympia Brass Band and the New
Orleans Ragtime Orchesea, lOllg luughl music In New Orleans srhools,  1is great-
grandinher pliyed bass with legendary Buddy Bolden. Payton's son is a rising stir and
IR alumnus, tumpet player Nucholas Mayton

Willie Singleton: Cornet. Classically trained as a pranist, Baton Rouge natve "Sweel
Wille" performed with the Duke Ellinglon and Count Basie bands aml appears fre-
quently on Mississippi niverboats and on Bourbon Sireel

Fred Starr: Clavinet, saxopbuones, Formerly with Queen City Jazz Band and the
Fedesul Juzz Commission, Starr is the author of Bamboula! bingruphy ol proto-fazz
New Orleans composer Lous Moreau Gottschall; heads (with Gunther Schuller) the
Smithsonian Institution's Jazz Masterworks Lditions. A foumiling member of the LRJE.

Terry Waldo: Piano. Described by New Yorker as “a witty clunmer who looks like a
slightly down-at-the-heels version of T8, Elior,” Wishlo, o student of Lubie Blake, s &



