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The  Meesiotans

Piano Claude Bluck — Claude headlines our conoert
this coening wnd has assembled this foe group of
musicians. in ¢ bfetime dedicioted o jazs, Claude has
toured here and abrocd, performing with such grews
as Al Crey, Buddy Tate, Yusef Lateef, Sorary Stine. coned
Fddie Jeffersom; as wcell «s Stan Gets, biszy Gillespie,
Joe Hendersom, Charlie Parker. Wes Montgomery and
countless others. He is scheduled to be featured wwich
the Toledo Juzz Orchestra in its 2006-2007 series
and comtinues Lo meake special appedarances with his
own band ar eoents such as this and juss festivads,
Both Herroit and Toledo jusidfiably clain him as their
oson, but, wittmatrely, Claude Black is one of the most
distinguishied citisens in the “World™ of Juss.

Trumpee Willie Singleton ~ Willie is a native of Baton
Rowge, Lomswana, where he Hegarr his music traaning.
It 1963, he began an eight year tour of duty in the
7.5, Navy serving as the bugler at Arfington Cemerery
for a year during the Viemam War. As lead trumpet
in the Admral’s Band he performed in the funerals
of Presiden Johm F. Kennedy and General Douglas
MacArthar. Following his Honorable Dischorge, Willie
purswed a degree in music from Sowthern Unicersiny in
Batim Rouge. Soon after receiving his degree he joined
the Duke Eilington Orvchestra and pluyed lead trumpet
for three yewrs. Followsing the Effington vears he plaved
in wmerous big bands including Coune Busie, Al

Hire, Clark Terry and the Buddy Boudreaur Big Band
and has appoared with Joe Withiams, Diella Reese, Al
Hibbler, Sarah Voughr, Ella Fitsderald, Billy Eckstem,
Neanev Wilson and many others.



Tenor Sax Mel Dalton ~ Mel teas borin Pittshursh
i 1937 wnd attended Westinghousé High School sehich
twas e cirtual production mill for future jass msician
greats, Among the many jass stars produced there weere
Billy Stravhorn, Avt Blakey, Erroll Garmer and Ahmad
Jamal, as wwell as Mel. Afier fmishing high school Mcl
Joined the Army in 1951, He is a Kovean Wiy Veteron.

After coming home he resumad bis jass career and
soot forend himself in the Lloyd Prince joass band
appearing on the Ed Sullican: Show with Duke Ellington
and Louis Avmistrong. Over the vears this tatented
Jiss artist has appeared with imany great ones and m
2002 weas asearded “Jazs Musician of the Year™ by the
Western Michigan Jass Society. Having grown up in
the same Pittsburgh neighborhood, autended the sane
high school and studied under the same music teacher,
he is blessed <with a knowledge and understanding of
Stravhont’s lifé and work that few share.

Bass Blgin Vines ~ Elgin majored in Binlogy schile
attending Norfolk State University, paying his tuition
Sfrom gigs along the Virginia Beach “strip.” After
Graducsting from college in 1958, he becume « régistered
AS.CP. Medicd Technologist in addition ro being «
much sought after professional rmusicier: Tl is the
recipient of the 2005 “Jasz Musician of the Year™
awoard given by the West Michisen Jazs Sociery and
has performed with all of the pase recipients.

Coneinued on back cover



Drums Wendell Robinson ~ Wendell starred plaving
drians in a seeond grade marching band. Tn 7969,
Wendell seas nominated o participate in the Detroit
Metropolitan Arts Project. This organisction nurtured
young artists and propelled him on to formed music
fessons from locad juss musicians as well as exposing
hitn to the lite performances of such jags stars as
Freddie Waits, Chick Corea, Ekin Jones, Charles
Mingus, Yussef Latief. Bayry Harris, Lonnie Hiliord
andd many others. Wendell has ddso performed with
many joss grears which include Joe Henderson, Teddy
Edkrards, Barry Harris, Jonmny W itherspoon. Gerry
Allen, Bob Hurst, Sonny Stitt, Dasid “Far Head”
Newman and Cleade Black.

Yocals Glenda MceFarlin ~ After scatching “Luady Sings
the Biues,” the mevie of Billie Holiday's lfe, Glenda
besun stradving the great blues and juss singers, While
attending the Unreersity of Avkansas, she met Charles
Thomas, the piano teacher of James Willicms. Charles
cnd Glenda began soorking together in 1977 in and
arovnd Lide Rock and Memphis. She met Clade
Bleck cond Clifford Murphy while thev were on tour
in the south. Whan they frvited her to wur with them
she aceepted. realising the tremendous opporturity of
presenting ke work with end lecorming from these groat
Joss masters. Others she has performed «ith include
Kenny Walker, Art Porter Jr.. Pharogh Sanders, Alein
Baaste and David Newmen.



